
 
 
 
 
 
23rd March 2020 
 
Dear Parent/Carer, 
 
I am writing to keep you informed of the most recent information we have from the government since their decision to 
cancel examinations in May/June. 
 
GCSE students have been guaranteed a grade which fairly reflects the work that they have put in. There will also be an 
option to sit an exam early in the next academic year for students who wish to.  

A process is being developed that will provide a calculated grade to each student which reflects their performance as 
fairly as possible. As part of this the exam boards will be asking teachers, to submit their judgement about the grade 
that they believe the student would have received if exams had gone ahead. 

Teachers will be asked to take into account a range of evidence and data including performance on mock exams and 
non-exam assessments. The exam boards will then combine this information with other relevant data, including prior 
attainment, and use this information to produce a calculated grade for each student, which will be a best assessment 
of the work they have put in. 

The aim is to provide these calculated grades to students before the end of July. In terms of a permanent record, the 
grades will be indistinguishable from those provided in other years.  

Education Secretary Gavin Williamson has said: 

“Cancelling exams is something no Education Secretary would ever want to do, however these are 
extraordinary times and this measure is a vital but unprecedented step in the country’s efforts to stop the 
spread of coronavirus. 

We recognise that some students may nevertheless feel disappointed that they haven’t been able to sit their 
exams. If they do not believe the correct process has been followed in their case they will be able to appeal on 
that basis. In addition, if they do not feel their calculated grade reflects their performance, they will have the 
opportunity to sit an exam at the earliest reasonable opportunity, once schools are open again. Students will 
also have the option to sit their exams in summer 2021.” 

We are now waiting for further guidance from the government regarding the evidence we have to submit and will 
keep you updated at every stage. I would like to take the opportunity to commend Year 11 for the mature way they 
have approached this complex and upsetting time.  

Yours sincerely  

 

Miss Claire Taylor 
Principal  
 
 


