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HT Fertile Question Concept(s) Description Formative Assessments Summative 
Assessment 

Links to GCSE & A Level 
Requirements 

Autumn 1 
 
 

Should we be 
proud to be 
British? 

Change & 
continuity 
 
Chronology 

Focus: How did Britain change between 
1750 and 1900 (population, education 
vote etc.)? 
 
Factors that led to Industrial Revolution 
(i.e. why Britain?); 

Carousel activity – track 
changes between 1750, 1825 & 
1900 in six different factors. 
 
Case studies: Josiah 
Wedgwood and Richard 
Arkwright – peer review of 
hypothesis. 

GCSE-style 
assessment 

A02 Demonstrate their 
understanding of the past 
through explanation & 
analysis of: 
• key concepts: causation, 
consequence, continuity, 
change & significance 
within an historical context 
• key features & 
characteristics of the 
periods studied & the 
relationship between them 

Autumn 2 
 
 

Would you prefer 
to live in 1750 or 
1900? 

Cause & 
consequence 
 
Knowledge & 
understanding 
 

Focus: Students examine the conditions 
in C19th cities (both living & working 
conditions). 

Group activity – using lots of 
different sources to find out 
about children’s working 
conditions in mills and mines. 
 
By the end of the enquiry 
students should be able to 
explain why it is difficult to find 
out what children’s working 
conditions were really like. 
 
Paired activity – students will 
discover what it was like to live 
in Leeds and other industrial 
cities. By the end of the enquiry 
students will be able to describe 
AND explain why they were so 
unhealthy. 

GCSE-style 
assessment 

A01 Recall, select & 
communicate their 
knowledge & 
understanding of history 
A02 Demonstrate their 
understanding of the past 
through explanation & 
analysis of: 
• key concepts: causation, 
consequence, continuity, 
change & significance 
within an historical context 
• key features & 
characteristics of the 
periods studied & the 
relationship between them 
A03 Understand, analyse 
& evaluate: 
• a range of source 
material as part of an 
historical enquiry 
• how aspects of the past 
have been interpreted & 
represented in different 
ways as part of an 
historical enquiry 
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Spring  
1 
 
 

Who was Jack the 
Ripper? 

Interpretation 
Use of 
Sources 

Focus: Re-investigation of source 
material from C19th police files of Jack 
the Ripper case 

Analysis & evaluation of 
different primary source 
material; paired critique of 
source material. 

GCSE-style 
assessment 

A03 Understand, analyse 
& evaluate: 
• a range of source 
material as part of an 
historical enquiry 
• how aspects of the past 
have been interpreted & 
represented in different 
ways as part of an 
historical enquiry 

Spring  
2 
 
 

What lay behind 
the horrors of the 
slave trade? 

Cause & 
consequence 

Focus: Students examine the Slave 
Trade Triangle & what lay behind it (i.e. 
motivation, abolition).  

Students use three pictures 
connected to the sugar trade to 
show just how complicated – 
and how terrible – the trade in 
‘white gold’ really was. 
 
Matching activity – In & beyond 
statements. 

GCSE-style 
assessment 

A02 Demonstrate their 
understanding of the past 
through explanation & 
analysis of: 
• key concepts: causation, 
consequence, continuity, 
change & significance 
within an historical context 

Summer 
1 
 
 

Why was the First 
World War so 
great? 

Knowledge & 
understanding 
 
Interpretation 

Focus: British people in war & at war. 
 
 
                                                                      

Historical Enquiry into conditions 
along the Western Front and on 
the Home Front 
 
Letter home from the trenches 
 

GCSE-style 
Controlled 
Assessment 

A01 Recall, select & 
communicate knowledge 
& understanding of history 
A03 Understand, analyse 
& evaluate: 
• a range of source 
material as part of an 
historical enquiry 
• how aspects of the past 
have been interpreted & 
represented in different 
ways as part of an 
historical enquiry 

Summer 
2 

Why was the First 
World War not the 
“war to end all 
wars”? 

Cause & 
consequence 
 
Knowledge & 
understanding 
 

Focus: Conflict in the modern world. Independent research into 
various events post-First World 
War. 
 
Presentation to class. 

Presentations 
– peer 
assessed 

A02 Demonstrate their 
understanding of the past 
through explanation & 
analysis of: 
• key concepts: causation, 
consequence, continuity, 
change & significance 
within an historical context 
• key features & 
characteristics of the  
periods studied & the 
relationship between them 

 


