
Subject: Art – Long Term Planner 
Year: 9 
 

 
Length of enquiry 45 Lessons, 15 weeks 

Description of unit Portraiture  
  

Fertile Question Can a portrait tell your story?  

Key Concepts to be learnt this enquiry   Telling their story through portraiture. 

 What makes them individual and how can they portray this in a piece of work?  

 Using art to safely discuss their identity.  
 

Curriculum Opportunities   Literacy / key words and phrases 

 Numeracy / scale and proportion 

 Music / sounds and mood 

 English – synonyms for a portrait, writing a poem or story about themselves. 
 

SMSC  Social – discussing what makes them unique.  

 Moral – respecting each other 

 Spiritual 

 Cultural – celebrating diversity within the classroom. Looking at artists with different backgrounds and how they portray 
themselves.  
 

Summative Assessment AO1 – Understanding and research the work of?? and how colour influenced his life. 
Understanding and research the work of various artists including Loui Jover, Tom Phillips, Anatol Knotek and Laura 
Benjamin. 
AO2 – Developing techniques using a variety of media such as paint, print, photography, sculpture, collage, and shading. 
AO3 – Drawing from first and second hand resources.  
AO4 – presenting a personal response and final outcome.  
 

Key Vocabulary Synonyms, painting, picture, drawing, sketch, likeness, image, study, representation, portrayal, depiction, canvas. 
 

Lesson Questions  Week 1 – What makes a portrait? – Key elements of drawing the face. 
Week 2- How do other artists show their idea’s through portraiture? 
Week 3 – How is the portrait painted? 
Week 4 – How can you add tone using paint in the style of my artist? 
Week 5 – What makes you unique? – literacy element 
Week 6 – How does Anatol Knotek create his images? 
Week 7 – How can I use etching in the style of Anatol Knotek? 
Week 8 - How does Tom Phillips create his art works? 
Week 9 - How can you incorporate other images in the style of Tom Phillips, linked to your story? 
Week 10 – How does Laura Benjamin create her art works? 
Week 11 – What do I want to get out of the Portrait Gallery Visit? 

https://www.google.co.uk/search?safe=strict&q=define+painting&sa=X&ved=0CCMQ_SowAGoVChMIsd-aooqUxgIVsiDbCh2Y1wB-
https://www.google.co.uk/search?safe=strict&q=define+picture&sa=X&ved=0CCQQ_SowAGoVChMIsd-aooqUxgIVsiDbCh2Y1wB-
https://www.google.co.uk/search?safe=strict&q=define+drawing&sa=X&ved=0CCUQ_SowAGoVChMIsd-aooqUxgIVsiDbCh2Y1wB-
https://www.google.co.uk/search?safe=strict&q=define+sketch&sa=X&ved=0CCYQ_SowAGoVChMIsd-aooqUxgIVsiDbCh2Y1wB-
https://www.google.co.uk/search?safe=strict&q=define+likeness&sa=X&ved=0CCcQ_SowAGoVChMIsd-aooqUxgIVsiDbCh2Y1wB-
https://www.google.co.uk/search?safe=strict&q=define+image&sa=X&ved=0CCgQ_SowAGoVChMIsd-aooqUxgIVsiDbCh2Y1wB-
https://www.google.co.uk/search?safe=strict&q=define+study&sa=X&ved=0CCkQ_SowAGoVChMIsd-aooqUxgIVsiDbCh2Y1wB-
https://www.google.co.uk/search?safe=strict&q=define+representation&sa=X&ved=0CCoQ_SowAGoVChMIsd-aooqUxgIVsiDbCh2Y1wB-
https://www.google.co.uk/search?safe=strict&q=define+portrayal&sa=X&ved=0CCsQ_SowAGoVChMIsd-aooqUxgIVsiDbCh2Y1wB-
https://www.google.co.uk/search?safe=strict&q=define+depiction&sa=X&ved=0CCwQ_SowAGoVChMIsd-aooqUxgIVsiDbCh2Y1wB-
https://www.google.co.uk/search?safe=strict&q=define+canvas&sa=X&ved=0CC0Q_SowAGoVChMIsd-aooqUxgIVsiDbCh2Y1wB-


Week 12 – Vist to Portrait Gallery London. 
Week 13 – How can I create a self-portrait using the artists at the Portrait Gallery London as inspiration. 
Week 14 – How can I use the proportions of the face to help me draw my portrait. 
Week 15 – How can I add tone using my artist as inspiration. 

Differentiation strategies See class data to determine 

Resources and Texts  Sketchbooks; pencils; rulers; rubbers; sharpeners; cartridge paper; watercolours; oil pastels; colour pencils; photocopy 
resources; etching plates, tools and ink;; cameras 

Homework  Set as outlined 

 

 

Week Lesson 
questions 

Learning intention & Success criteria Learning Activities (Activation 
phase) 

 
 

Assessment 
(Demonstration 

phase)  
 

Homework Challenge 
(Strategies to 

support student 
groups) 

 
1 

Investigating 
proportions 
of the face 

 

What makes 
a portrait?  

 

LI – Learn how to draw the basic 
proportions of the face. 

I can demonstrate my understanding 
of the face through the realistic 

shapes and spacing of facial features 

I can apply my knowledge of facial 
features to show realistic facial 

features. 

I can show my knowledge of the 
proportions of the face on paper. 

I can describe the proportions of the 
face. 

 

Do Now:  
How many of these images are 
portraits? (show literal portraits, 
ones with blurred eyes, people 
turned away ect.) 

How far down 
your face would 
you draw the 
eyes? Nose? 
Mouth? Ears?  
 

Can you use the 
knowledge 

learnt in class to 
draw your own 
face, one of a 
celebrity or a 

family 
members? 

Think of a 
different 
emotion – how 
could your 
represent this in 
a type of food 
and a colour 
scheme – either 
describe or 
demonstrate 

 
2 

Artist 
research 

 
 

How do other 
artists show 
their idea’s 
through 
portraiture? 
 

JLI – Research and analyse an artist of 
your choice 

I can use word and image to show an 
understanding about the work of the 

artist 

Incorporate key words / phrases / 
opinions/ descriptions / evaluations 

Incorporate key words and linked 
illustrations 

Do Now: Hold and feel your slice of 
fruit. Describe everything about it to 
the person sat opposite 

How can mark 
making create 
textural effect? 
Use line to create 
form and shading 
techniques to 
suggest the 
texture and feel of 
a piece of fruit. 
Drawing in pencil 
and colour pencil 

Photograph 
your dinner and 

create a 
drawing from 

this image 

 Photograph the 
eating of your 
dinner in stages 
– eat … photo of 
plate … eat … 
photo of plate 
etc and include 
these images in 
your sketchbook 
for future 
reference. 



Include words and images 

 

1.  

 
 

 A39 

 A41 

 A42 

 A43 

3 
Investigating  

Painting 
portraiture in 
the style of 
your artist 

 
 

How is the 
portrait 
painted? 
 

LI – Be able to choose appropriate 
colours and techniques to start an 

image in the style of your artist, 
referring to knowledge previously 

learnt. 

I am confident in showing the styles 
and intentions of my artist in my own 

work. 

I can link knowledge from week 1 to 
my work. 

I can select media that illustrates the 
intentions of my artist. 

I can explain my choice of colours and 
imagery and how it relates to my artist. 

 

Do Now: 
Listen to the music! Ol Sole Meo! 
Which picture from your choice of 
three would you link the music to? 
Be ready to explain your reason … 
 

 Three drawings 
from imagination 
– plates of food 
from around the 
world. Students to 
draw 
Fish and chips 
(Peter Grimes / 
Benjamin Britten 
Hotdog (Star 
Spangled Banner) 
Sweet and Sour 
Chicken 
(Chinese National 
Anthem) 

 A5 

 A8 

 A10 

 A12 

Find a fourth 
food from 
around the 

world – and a 
suitably linked 
piece of music. 

Print your image 
and write the 
title of your 

piece of music 
underneath. 

Explain why you 
have chosen 
this music.  

Sound effects – 
what types of 
effects could 
you link to types 
of food. 
Create a list 
from around the 
world … 

4 
Investigating 

tone  
 
 
 

How can you 
add tone 
using paint in 
the style of 
my artist? 

LI – Be able to analyse your artists 
work to help you create a final piece in 

their style using tone. 

I can confidently show the contours of 
the face using tone. 

I can select appropriate colours to 
create tone. 

I can use tone to show basic facial 
features. 

I can explain the element tone and 
describe how to use it. 

 

Do Now:  
Choose – ‘perfect’ and ‘perfectly 
horrible’ 
As a group – contribute to front - 
Write 2 three course menus – be 
ready to explain what it is about the 
food’s taste that you like or dislike 

 Split lesson 
 
1/2 – Research 
and print images 
of food that 
conjures up 
memories of nice 
tastes and those 
that don’t 
2/2 – Stick into 
sketchbook and 
annotate – 
explaining what it 

Create two 
observation 

drawings of food 
you have at 

home – one you 
love the taste of 

and one you 
hate. 

Finish with 
shade and 

colour  

Can colour 
affect our ability 
to taste – would 
blue mashed 
potato taste the 
same as white? 
Create some 
images of food 
with unnatural 
colour schemes 
… 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http://blog.doctoroz.com/oz-experts/3-frozen-treats-to-enjoy-as-summer-heats-up&ei=YVqeVaCTDobP7QaAj6OYBg&bvm=bv.96952980,d.ZGU&psig=AFQjCNGNV6A9KR37Nb7DbDqap2_epyomTA&ust=1436527530678063
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http://www.sodahead.com/fun/spaghetti-or-macaroni-cheese/question-4741540/&ei=sWCeVfriJq3d7QbGr4TIBQ&bvm=bv.96952980,d.ZGU&psig=AFQjCNFHpeLqSY8M2m1MX08PnTfGu8HudA&ust=1436529193995579


 

is about the taste 
that you like / 
dislike  

 A6 

 A32 

 A34 

 A43  

5 
Investigating  
Self-identity 

 
 

What makes 
you unique? 
– literacy 
element 
 

LI – be able to describe what makes 
you unique using a range of different 

writing techniques 

I can use a range of vocabulary with 
maturity and flair.   

I can use descriptive writing for effect. 

I can organise my ideas into a piece of 
writing. 

I can speak about an element of 
myself using written word. 

 

Do Now:  
Some people say that the best way 
of eating fish and chips is on a 
beach with the smell of sea salt in 
the air. 
List three foods and next to each 
one suggest an aroma that could 
make that food more appetising 

 
 

Use your painting 
and blending 
skills to create an 
image of a slice of 
pizza or bowl of 
spaghetti. When 
wet,  
sprinkle with dried 
herbs and rub 
perimeter with 
garlic. Evaluate – 
does the aroma 
add to the effect 
or detract? 

 A3 

 A5 

 A11 

 A44 

Bring in three 
ingredients 
(very small 

amounts) from 
home that you 
could use to 

either spray or 
rub into your art 
work to enhance 

the effect  

List those foods 
you could draw / 
paint and also 
create an aroma 
for.  
 

6 
Investigating 
artist Anatol 

Knotek 
 
 

How does 
Anatol 
Knotek 

create his 
images? 

LI – Be able to create a piece of 
illustrated and annotated artist 

research 

I can use word and image to show an 
understanding about the work of 

Anatol Knotek 

Incorporate key words / phrases / 
opinions/ descriptions / evaluations 

Incorporate key words and linked 
illustrations 

Include words and images 
 

 Do Now : 
Choose an image for your choice 
of three 
Glue stick it into your book and 
write the artists name above 
List five words that you think best 
descrbe this piece of art work 

 

 Create your own 
drawings in pencil 
and colour – 
using secondary 
sources – use 
‘How to write 
about art’ sheet to 
annotate your 
work 

 C1 

 C3 

 C6 

 C12 

Complete your 
illustrated artist 

research for 
homework and 
bring in for next 

lesson 

 Find your own 
images of the 
artists work and 
describe, 
analyse, 
evaluate 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Foie_gras&ei=pHaeVbHlFaLT7Qb_yYGwCg&bvm=bv.96952980,d.bGg&psig=AFQjCNFW-J1BNRlSS1xPuAk3ptT4_n5L0Q&ust=1436534809161944
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCOGFmNHs2sYCFegI2wodw7oO9g&url=http://www.tophdgallery.com/aromatherapy-flowers-pictures.html&ei=3B6lVeGnFuiR7AbD9bqwDw&bvm=bv.97653015,d.dmo&psig=AFQjCNEhdfPEHRWomlfkT_xJmJ1yJPcUzA&ust=1436971095237935
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCJPE_Kzs2sYCFUaC2wodBmkLsg&url=http://metro.co.uk/2015/05/21/this-plate-art-that-looks-like-real-food-will-blow-your-mind-5208648/&ei=kB6lVZO8GcaE7gaG0q2QCw&bvm=bv.97653015,d.dmo&psig=AFQjCNEBjjsjUip0kZM8dILmwcDKiYCL9A&ust=1436971015302591


7 
 

How to etch 
 
 

How can I 
use etching 

in the style of 
Anatol 

Knotek? 

LI – Be able to demonstrate 
understanding of etching techniques 

I can create a series of etchings 
showing knowledge of the process of 

etching.   

I can create a series of etchings 
showing understanding of the process 

I can experiment with the process of 
etching. 

I can describe the process of etching. 

 

Do Now: 
Create a list – what element will 
you use to incorporate  

 Image 

 Sound 

 Smell 

 Taste and  

 Touch … 
into your final design 

On your circular 
piece of cartridge 

paper start to 
map out your 

image – work with 
pencil, colour 

pencil and 
watercolour – 
start to add 

annotations to 
explain how 

sensory elements 
will be 

incorporated 

 C27 

 C30 

 C33 

 C36 

Bring an 
(inexpensive 

and spare) plate 
in from home 
(check before 
you take) – 

leave with Art 
Department 

when you arrive 
at school if 
necessary 

Start to compile 
resources to 
allow for the 
incorporation of 
elements linked 
to sound, smell 
and taste 

8 
Investigating 

artist Tom 
Phillips 

 
 

 How does 
Tom Phillips 
create his art 
works? 

 

LI – Be able to create a piece of 
illustrated and annotated artist 

research 

I can use word and image to show an 
understanding about the work of the 

artist 

Incorporate key words / phrases / 
opinions/ descriptions / evaluations 

Incorporate key words and linked 
illustrations 

Include words and images 

 

Do Now: 
Give your plate a layer of 
undercoat / white or slightly tinted 
paint 

Work on design 
sheet to complete 

design with 
improvements 
highlighted and 

explained 

 D3 

 D4 

 D5 

 D6 

Collect items 
that link to the 
theme you are 

exploring. 
These items will 
be incorporated 
into designs for 
a Tom Phillips 
inspired piece. 

Link media 
references into 
your final design 
with clear 
annotation 

9 
Drawing 
personal 

items 

How can you 
incorporate 

other images 
in the style of 
Tom Phillips, 
linked to your 

story? 

LI – Be able to draw items of choice 
with good proportions and tone.  

I can draw an object to scale 
incorporate it into my design for Tom 

Phillips 

I can draw appropriate objects with 
accuracy, experimenting with different 

design ideas.  

Do Now: 
Look carefully at the picture of the 
apple shown on the left of your 
page 
Using a ruler and pencil, draw the 
apple exactly half its size on the 
right hand side of your page 

Use a ruler to 
square up your 
plate  and your 

design 
Draw your image 
in corresponding 

squares to 
achieve a final 

outcome. 
NB – draw in faint 

line with a H or 
HB pencil 

Finalise material 
and resource 

collection 
Mixed media 
Re: touch 
Sound effect – 
on phone? 
Aroma – 
ingredients 
Taste - 
ingredients 

Start to fix 
mixed media 
elements in 
place where 
relevant 



I can draw appropriate objects with 
some accuracy. I can experiment with 

objects in my design.  

I can chose appropriate objects and 
include them in my design for a piece 

inspired by Tom Phillips. 

 

 D25 

 D26 

 D27 

10 
Investigating 
the works of 

Laura 
Benjamin  

How does 
Laura 

Benjamin 
create her art 

works? 

LI – Be able to incorporate mixed 
media to create a textural work in the 

style of Laura Benjamin 

I can show the contours of the face 
using appropriate resources. 

I can show my knowledge of tone 
using appropriate resources. 

I can select appropriate resources to 
create a piece in the style of Laura 

Benjamin, showing basic tone. 

I can explain the work of Laura 
Benjamin and create a textual piece in 

her style. 

 

 Do Now: 
Choose one material from your 
selection. 
How does it feel? 
How does it sound? 
Discuss your findings with the 
person sat next to you … 

Use the materials 
you have brought 

in and those 
provided to create 
an interesting and 
textural pattern on 

areas of your 
plate 

 D35 

 D37 

 D39 

 D41 

Research the 
topic of blending 

… find some 
examples of 

good blending 
technique. Print 
a copy of one 

and bring this in 
for next week. 

Practise with 
your blending – 
in pencil or paint 
, in preparation 
for next week’s 
lesson. 

11 
Preparing for 
Gallery Visit 

 
Book I.T. 

Suite? 

What do I 
want to get 
out of the 
Portrait 

Gallery Visit? 

LI – Be able to plan your visit to the 
Portrait Gallery London and start 

thinking about final piece ideas and 
media. 

I can describe different ideas for my 
final piece, including the media. I can 

describe a range of artists at the 
gallery relating to my theme. 

I can identify the areas of interest in 
the gallery relating to my theme and 

media. 

I can identify the areas of interest at 
the Portrait Gallery 

I can explain the reasons for the visit 
to the Portrait Gallery. 

 

Do Now: 
Practise mixing colour in to white – 
choose a colour (either red, blue or 
yellow) – mix this into a small 
amount of white to create a pale 
version that could be used as an 
undercoat 

Mix all relevant 
colours in to white 
– apply carefully 

to match your 
colour plan 

 D20 

 D21 

 D22 

 D24 

Complete a 
blended colour 
drawing of one 
section of your 

final design 

Complete an 
additional 
carefully drawn 
and blended 
(pencil / colour 
pencil) sections 
of your final 
design 



12 Visit to 
National 
Portrait 
Gallery 
London. 

LI – First hand artist research and 
drawings from the Portrait Gallery. 

I can demonstrate understanding of 
the artists chosen through first hand 

sketches, mature drawing and 
analysis 

I can demonstrate understanding of 
the artists chosen through first hand 

drawing and analysis. 

I can demonstrate understanding of 
the artists chosen through first hand 

drawing and photography? 

I can explain a range of artists that 
can influence my final piece. 

 

    

13 
Gathering 

ideas 

How can I 
create a self-
portrait using 
the artists at 
the Portrait 

Gallery 
London as 
inspiration? 

LI – To experiment with ideas to 
design your own final piece in the style 

of your artist. 

I can experiment with the knowledge I 
have of artists and techniques to come 
up with a range of final piece designs 

that illustrate my ideas. 

I can experiment with the knowledge I 
have of artists to come up with a 

range of final piece designs linking to 
my theme. 

I can use the information gathered at 
the gallery and in previous lessons to 

design an appropriate portrait 
illustrating my theme. 

I can use the information gathered at 
the gallery to design an appropriate 

portrait. 

 

Do Now: 
Look at the painting on the white 
board – how has the artist 
achieved this effect? 
Discuss and be ready to feed your 
responses back to the group … 

Work over two 
lessons to 

complete your 
painting - 

matching your 
colours and 

blending 
accordingly to 

achieve your 3D 
effect 

 D21 

 D22 

 D23 

 D24 

Complete one 
study in blended 

oil pastel of a 
section of your 

final design 

Complete an 
additional oil 
pastel blended 
image of a 
section of your 
final design 

14 
Creating 
portraits in 
the style of 
their artist 

How can I 
use the 

proportions of 
the face to 

help me draw 
my portrait? 

LI – Be able to apply the proportions 
of the face to your image. 

Incorporating your media of choice 

Do Now: 
Try to identify the aroma without 
looking in the bag – write your 
responses onto your whiteboard 

Complete your 
picture and ten 
add your aroma 
to it – rub it on, 

spray it over, stick 

Photograph / 
video your work 

and evaluate 
using WWW 

and EBI 

Research a 
current art 
exhibition at the 
Tate or National 
Gallery – bring 
in some 



I can illustrate my ideas through an 
appropriate media. Showing 

knowledge of the proportions of the 
face and adding tone in the style of my 

artist. 

I can illustrate my ideas showing good 
knowledge of proportion in the style of 

my artist. 

I can choose appropriate media to 
illustrate my ideas. 

I can apply my knowledge of the face 
to create a portrait in the media of my 

choice.  

 

 

it on to the 
surface 

 
Play your music 
or sound effects 

when your 
teacher marks it 

 D41 

 D42 

 D44 

 D45 

research to 
share with the 
rest of your 
group 

5 
Creating final 
piece adding 

tone. 

How can I 
add tone 
using my 
artist as 
inspiration? 

LI – Be able to refine your work by adding 
tone in the style of your artist. 

I can show knowledge of the contours 
of the face by adding tone and detail 

using my artist as inspiration. 

I can refine my image by adding tone 
and detail using my artist as 

inspiration. 

I can refine my image by using 
relevant detail that links to my artist of 

choice. 

I can refine my image by using 
relevant detail.  

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCOiJ_LWE3cYCFaUI2wodgv4Gfg&url=http://matchstic.com/blog/2013/09/5-senses-smell/&ei=PUSmVaj3DKWR7AaC_ZvwBw&bvm=bv.97653015,d.ZGU&psig=AFQjCNHRAGvaviHkVDk8lkKtTys22X_BoA&ust=1437046199675408


 

 

Analyse  

 



 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Comprehend  

 



 

 

 



Discover  

 

 



 

 



 



 

 

 

 

 

 



Resolve  

 



 

 


