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HT Fertile question Concept(s) Description Formative 
assessments 

Summative 
assessment 

Links to GCSE & A Level* 
requirements 

Autumn 
1 
 
 

Were the C16th 
and C17th a good 
time to be living in 
England? 

Knowledge & 
understanding 
 
Change & 
continuity 
 
Cause & 
Consequence 
 
 
 
 
 
Use of 
sources/ 
Interpretation 

Focus: How did Britain change between 1500 
and 1750? 
 

Investigate primary 
evidence about 
Britain C16th and 
C17th. 
 
Matching activities – 
description & 
illustration; cause & 
effect. 

GCSE-style 
assessment 

GCSE A02/A Level A01  
Recall, select & communicate 
their knowledge & 
understanding of history 
Demonstrate understanding of 
past through explanation & 
analysis of: 
• key concepts: causation, 
consequence, continuity, 
change & significance within 
an historical context 
GCSE A03/A Level A02 
Understand, analyse & 
evaluate: 
• a range of source material as 
part of an historical enquiry 
• how aspects of the past have 
been interpreted & represented 
in different ways as part of an 
historical enquiry 

Autumn 
2 
 
 

Why did Henry 
VIII chop and 
change? 

Cause & 
consequence 

Focus: Investigate why and how Henry VIII 
replaced the Pope as head of the Church in 
England. 

Letter to Henry VIII 
explaining how 
healthy the Catholic 
church was in 1500. 

GCSE-style 
assessment 

GCSE A02/A Level A01 
Demonstrate understanding of 
past through explanation & 
analysis of: 
• key concepts: causation, 
consequence, continuity, 
change & significance within 
an historical context 

Spring  
1 
 
 

Why was it like 
being on a 
religious roller-
coaster during the 
C16th? 

Change & 
continuity 
 
 
 
Chronology 

Focus: Why was there so much religious 
change in the Sixteenth Century? 

Create a roller-
coaster diagram of 
religious change 
during the C16th. 
 
Write an obituary for 
Elizabeth I. 

GCSE-style 
assessment 

GCSE A02/A Level A01 
Demonstrate understanding of 
past through explanation & 
analysis of: 
• key concepts: causation, 
consequence, continuity, 
change & significance within 
an historical context 
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• key features & characteristics 
of the periods studied & the 
relationship between them 

Spring  
2 
 
 

How did Charles I 
lose his head? 

Cause & 
consequence 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Interpretation 

Focus: Causes of English Civil War and its 
consequences. 

Card sort – categorise 
causes, e.g. power, 
religion & money. 
 
Role play – Charles I 
on trial. 
 
Create execution 
scene using historical 
sources. 

GCSE-style 
assessment 

GCSE A02/A Level A01 
Demonstrate their 
understanding of past through 
explanation & analysis of: 
• key concepts: causation, 
consequence, continuity, 
change & significance within 
an historical context 
 
GCSE A03/A Level A02 
Understand, analyse & 
evaluate: 
• a range of source material as 
part of an historical enquiry 
• how aspects of the past have 
been interpreted & represented 
in different ways as part of an 
historical enquiry 

Summer 
1 

Why was there no 
meeting of minds 
in the New World? 

Knowledge & 
understanding 
 
Change & 
continuity 
 

Focus: Consider the development of English 
colonies in North America by a series of case 
studies. 

Case studies 
concerning the beliefs 
and behaviours of the 
colonists and of 
Native Americans. 
 
Students will be 
encouraged to enter 
the mindset of the 
colonists and of the 
Native Americans. 

GCSE-style 
assessment 

GCSE A02/A Level A01 
Demonstrate their 
understanding of the past 
through explanation & analysis 
of: 
• key concepts: causation, 
consequence, continuity, 
change & significance within 
an historical context 
• key features & characteristics 
of the periods studied & the 
relationship between them 

Summer 
2 
 
 

A Scientific 
Revolution or an 
age of 
Superstition? 

Interpretation Focus: Students to evaluate how modern 
Britain was in the 1700s. 

Create diary of a 
Londoner who lives 
through the plague 
and fire. 

GCSE-style 
assessment 

GCSE A03/A Level A02 
Understand, analyse & 
evaluate: 
• a range of source material as 
part of an historical enquiry 
• how aspects of the past have 
been interpreted & represented 
in different ways as part of an 
historical enquiry 

 


