
Subject: Music – Long Term Planner 
Year: 7 

 

HT Fertile question Concept(s) Description Formative 
assessments 

Summative 
assessment 

Links to GCSE & A 
Level requirements 

Autumn  
1 
 
 

Is it Music or 
noise? 

Understanding 
that Music is 
organised 
sounds for a 
purpose, 
occasion or 
mood.   
 

Students will take a baseline test that checks 
their ability to recognise and name various 
instrumental sounds, simple textures, notation, 
basic rhythms and appraise musical examples. 
Undertake a short group composition based on 
the concept of OSTINATO.  
 

Compositions are “Air 
marked” and group 
assessed determining 
use of the elements, 
accuracy, form and 
overall effectiveness 

Baseline test is 
marked according to 
their awareness of 
key understanding 
and aural awareness. 

Unit 3 Appraising 
Music in context 
 
Unit 2 Composition to 
a given brief 

Autumn  
2 
 
 

Why are some 
Piano keys Black? 

Develop 
fundamental 
keyboard 
skills, reading 
formal 
notation and 
manipulation 
of sound.  

Focus Instrument skill and performance 
 
Students will work be given a workshop on 
stave notation and worksheets to ensure they 
understand the layout of the keyboard, stave 
notation and be able to implement reading skills 
with refined skill and accuracy 

Worksheets are 
marked to ensure 
work is neat and 
accurate students can 
locate and read all 
notation. Check use 
of correct fingering 
and timing through 
verbal feedback.  
 

Check all 
understanding by 
completing “Mystery 
Melodies”. 

Unit 1 Accuracy and 
interpretation of a 
tradition solo 
performance 

Spring  
1 
 
 

Who made Music 
for the first time? 

Understanding 
how music is 
organised 
using a variety 
of percussion 
sounds, 
structured and 
improvised 

Foci  Pulse, Singing African Chants, 
Polyrhythm and ensemble performing and 
improvisation 
 
African Music – class workshops on the use 
and control of hand held percussion, ensemble 
singing,  learning simple rhythms by rote, 
performing as a whole class and group work 
exploring of ideas leading to an improvised 
small group performance 
 

Group work self 
assessment on 
feeling the pulse, 
importance of 
listening, counting 
and keeping time 
together.  

Record and jointly 
assess by listening 
back to recordings 
and assess 
effectiveness of 
accuracy and 
interpretation of key 
elements of texture 
and structure.  

Unit 2 Ensemble 
performing 
 
Unit 1 composition to 
a given brief,  AOS -
world music 

Spring  
2 
 
 

Was Medieval 
Music once called 
Pop? 

Study music 
from a 
different era 
and 
understand 
music in 
context 

Focus  Pavane by Susato 
 
Learning to perform a three part arrangement 
of medieval dance music with a melody, rhythm 
part and bass line. Understanding its purpose 
as dance Music 

Questioning using 
images and enquiry 
about types of 
instruments used in 
this era  

Record whole class 
performance and 
assess performing 
accuracy, balance 
and sensitivity to 
other performers 

Unit 2 Ensemble 
performing 
 
Unit 3 Aos Music for 
Dance 



Summer 
1 
 
 

Is Music made 
randomly? 

The concept 
of Form and 

Structure 

Focus Enabling students to use craft musical 
ideas using fundamental structural devises 
 
Student will perform then explore melodic 
question and answer phrases, simple musical 
forms like Binary and compose given a 
structural brief to illustrate their understanding 

Mark question and 
answer phrases for 
accuracy of balance 
and devices of 
repetition, inverting, 
mirror image and 
appropriate response 
using variation 

Assess individual 
compositions with a 
framework of form, 
structure and 
implementation of 
devises learnt 

Unit 2 Composing 
within a given 
structure and Form 
(criteria 3) 

Summer 
2 
 
 

Why is the 
Orchestra so 

LARGE 

Understanding 
Timbre 
through the 
instruments of 
the Orchestra 

Focus Timbre 
Student will study the history of the Orchestra 
and develop an understanding that these 
instruments were the sound tools of classical 
music and the Great Composers. Listening to 
YPG. Opportunities are given to perform cliché 
pieces.  
 

Group discussions 
and questioning. 
 
Worksheet – 
Instruments of the 
Orchestra 

A formal listening test 
 
Assess performance 
of “Ode to Joy” for 
accuracy and 
interpretation 

Unit 3 Aos Western 
Classical Music 

 


