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HT Fertile question Concept(s) Description Formative assessments Summative 
assessment 

Links to GCSE & A Level 
requirements 

Autumn  
1 
 
 

Why did William 
win? 

Cause & 
consequence 
 
 
 
 
 
Chronology 

Focus: Why did William, Duke of 
Normandy win the Battle of Hastings? 

Carousel activity (in groups 
‘travel’ around England) – 
report to William about how 
easy or difficult would it be to 
invade England. 
 
Group activity – plan a 
campaign for Harold 
Godwineson, William, Duke of 
Normandy and Harald 
Hardraada – who should be 
king? (e.g. posters, fliers, 
speeches). 
 
In pairs – compare who was 
best prepared for the battle.   

GCSE-style 
assessment 

A02 Demonstrate their 
understanding of the past 
through explanation & analysis 
of: 
• key concepts: causation, 
consequence, continuity, 
change & significance within an 
historical context 
• key features & characteristics 
of the periods studied & the 
relationship between them 

Autumn 
 2 
 
 

How did William 
control England? 

Knowledge & 
understanding 

Focus: How did William gain control of 
England? 

Matching activity – short-term 
problems with solutions. 

GCSE-style 
assessment 

A01 Recall, select & 
communicate their knowledge 
& understanding of history 

Spring  
1 
 
 

Did the Normans 
change England? 

Change & 
continuity 

Focus: How did William keep control of 
England (i.e. Domesday Book, Castles, 
Feudal System)? 

Role-play – reconstruction of 
the Feudal System. 
 
In pairs – planning a siege 
(i.e. how to attach a castle?). 

GCSE-style 
assessment 

A02 Demonstrate their 
understanding of the past 
through explanation & analysis 
of: 
• key concepts: causation, 
consequence, continuity, 
change & significance within an 
historical context 

Spring  
2 
 
 

Can we know 
what medieval 
village life was 
like? 

Use of 
Sources 
 
 
 
Interpretation 

Focus: Students use archaeological, 
written and pictorial evidence to find out 
about medieval villages. 

Investigate primary evidence 
about medieval villages – 
reconstruct medieval village. 

GCSE-style 
assessment 

A03 Understand, analyse & 
evaluate: 
• a range of source material as 
part of an historical enquiry 
• how aspects of the past have 
been interpreted & represented 
in different ways as part of an 
historical enquiry 
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Summer 
1 
 
 

Could you have 
fun in the Middle 
Ages? 

Knowledge & 
understanding 
 
 
Interpretation 

Focus: What was life like for people 
who lived in Middle Ages (i.e. religion, 
justice, entertainment)? 

Mini-enquiries into why 
religion was important in the 
Middle Ages; whether you 
could get justice in the 
Middles Ages etc. 

GCSE-style 
assessment 

A01 Recall, select & 
communicate their knowledge 
& understanding of history 
 
A03 Understand, analyse & 
evaluate: 
• a range of source material as 
part of an historical enquiry 
• how aspects of the past have 
been interpreted & represented 
in different ways as part of an 
historical enquiry 

Summer 
2 
 
 

Were all medieval 
monarchs 
successful? 

Knowledge & 
understanding 
 
 
Chronology 

Focus: Problems facing medieval kings, 
e.g. murder of Thomas Becket, Magna 
Carta, Black Death and Peasants 
Revolt. 

Crimewatch activity – Murder 
in the Cathedral. 
 
Chronological task – map of 
spread of plague. 
 
Letter to the young King 
Richard II telling him why 
you’re angry & what you want 
him to do. 
 

GCSE-style 
assessment 

A01 Recall, select & 
communicate their knowledge 
& understanding of history 
 
A02 Demonstrate their 
understanding of the past 
through explanation & analysis 
of: 
• key features & characteristics 
of the periods studied & the 
relationship between them 

 


