
Subject: English – Long Term Planner 
Year: 7 

 

HT Fertile question Concept(s) Description Formative 
assessments 

Summative assessment Links to GCSE & A Level 
requirements 

Autumn 
1 
 
 

Is three the 
magic number? 

Transition 
Project 

Shakespeare- A Midsummer Night’s 
Dream 
Focus: Using existing reading skills to 
decode and understand 
Shakespeare’s language and craft. 
Writing for specific audience and 
purpose. 
 
Students will develop their study of 
Shakespeare, including close reading 
for meaning and manipulation of 
language to suit audience, purpose, 
style and format. They will consider 
themes and ideas introduced to us 
through Shakespeare’s plays and 
explore whether these themes are still 
relevant to today’s audiences. The 
challenge in this unit comes directly 
from close analysis of the language, 
structure and form used by 
Shakespeare.  
Students will become literary critics.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Students write a 
modern English 
explanation/ 
translation of The 
Prologue.  
 
Students explore 
the roles of men 
and women in 
Elizabethan 
England and how 
this is presented to 
us in the play. 
 
Students script and 
rehearse a 
television news 
report based on the 
idea that Puck is 
loose at Mayfield. 
 
 
Use close reading 
skills to create a 
programme for the 
play ‘Pyramus and 
Thisbe’.  
 
 

S&L  
1.Talking to others in a 
formal way. 
Presentation to peers.  
(S&L U1, U2, U8) 
 
Writing: 
1.Structure and write a 
formal letter expressing 
a contentious viewpoint. 
Rules for when to 
change paragraph. 
Use of paragraphing and 
structure to enhance 
impact.(O1,O2,O3) 
 
2.Write a newspaper 
front page. 
(C10,C11,C12) 
 
Reading: 
1.Analytical essay for 
that explores 
Shakespeare’s use of 
comedic devices and 
why it is effective in 
‘Pyramus and Thisbe’. 
(U4,U5,U6,U7,U9,U10,U11 
,U12,U13) 
 
 

PiXL Skills Covered (KS223 
document): 
U1, U2, U3, U4, U5, U6, U7, 
U8, U9, U10, U11, U12, U13, 
CL10, CL11, CL12, C10, C11, 
C12, O1,O2,O3 
 
PiXL Core Skills Covered 
(KS223 document): 
V28, P1, P2, P3, P12, G13, 
G14, L1, L2, L3, L4, L5, L6, 
L7, L8. 
 
AQA GCSE Language:  
AO1, AO2, AO3, AO4, AO7, 
AO9 
 
AQA GCSE Literature:  
AO1, AO2, AO3 
 
 

Autumn 
2 
 
 

Whose truth is 
true? 

Text 
transformations 
 

Text transformations 
Genre manipulation 
 
Students will deepen and extend the 
knowledge of genre and construction 

Understanding the 
features of a variety 
of texts and how 
genres can be 
either distinct, 

 
Reading and Writing: 
Transforming a text for a 
different audience with 
same purpose. 

PiXL Skills Covered (KS223 
document): 
C7,C8,C9,C40,C41,C42, 
C43,V10,V11,V12,V13,L31, 
L32 



acquired at KS2. They will learn to 
manipulate language to transform 
texts from one genre into another. 
 
The challenge in this unit lies in the 
necessity for students to be able to 
handle and understand the original 
genres with enough confidence and 
competence to subvert and transform 
these into fresh genres. 
 
 
 

blurred or 
subverted. 

 
Transforming a text for 
the same audience, but a 
different purpose. 
 
 
 

 
PiXL Core Skills Covered 
(KS223 document): 
P4,P5,P6,P7,P8,P13, 
G1,G2,G3,G4,G5,G6,G7,G8, 
G9,G10,G11 
 
AQA GCSE Language:  
AO1, AO2, AO4, AO5, AO6, 
 
AQA GCSE Literature: 
AO1, AO2, AO3, AO4  

Spring  
1 
 
 

Am I a 
transformer? 

Poetry and 
poetry 
transformations 

Focus: Analysis and crafting of 
poetry. 
 
This unit will build on the poetry 
studied at KS2, moving forward into 
more sophisticated and challenging 
devices such as half rhyme, extended 
metaphor, portmanteau and linguistic 
blending. Students will analyse 
classic and modern poetry and craft 
their own using their newly acquired 
skills. 
 
This unit builds further on skills 
acquired in the previous unit with 
challenge coming from the difficulty of 
crafting quality poetry.  
 

-Writing from a 
specific point of 
view. 
 
-Crafting own 
poetry using new 
skills. 
 
-Creation of 
portmanteau. 
-Analysis of impact 
of language 
devices. 

S&L: 
Performance poetry. 
 
Writing: 
Text transformation 
assignment. 
 
Reading: 
Reading analysis of ‘The 
Swan.’ (Essay – writer’s 
craft) 
 
 

PiXL Skills Covered (KS223 
document):  
C1,C2,C3,C4,C5,C6,L13, 
L14,L15,L16,L17,L18,L28, 
L29,L30 
 
 
PiXL Core Skills Covered 
(KS223 document): 
V24,V25,V26,V27 
 
AQA GCSE Language:  
AO1, AO2, AO4, AO5, AO6, 
AO7. 
 
AQA GCSE Literature:  
AO1, AO2, AO3, AO4 
  
 

Summer 
1 
 
 
 

Why are the 
young never 
grateful? 

‘Great 
Expectations’ 
 
Dealing with 
the language of 
a classic 19th 
century text. 
 

Focus: Study and analysis of a 
classic novel. Dealing with the 
language of 19th Century Literature. 
 
 
 
 

 S&L  
Performance and hot 
seating activity based on 
character knowledge and 
understanding. 
 
 
Writing: 
 
 
Reading: 
 

PiXL Skills Covered (KS223 
document): 
L9,L10,L11,L12,L33,CL17, 
CL18,CL19,CL20,CL21,CL22, 
CL23,CL24 
 
PiXL Core Skills Covered 
(KS223 document): 
P9,P10,P11 
 
AQA GCSE Language: 
 AO1, AO2, AO4, AO6, AO7, 
AO8. 



 
AQA GCSE Literature:  
AO1, AO2, AO3, AO4 
 

Spring 2 
 
 

Am I always 
right? 

P4C 
Think Talk 
 
Philosophical 
Thinking  
 
 

Students will respond to a range of 
texts, media and ideas that provoke 
controversy, debate and higher order 
thinking. 
 
This unit will introduce P4C as a 
practice and allow students to explore 
philosophical ideas in depth, 
embedding the skills of discussion, 
conveying a clear point of view, 
listening to and understanding 
viewpoints that are not their own . 
 
 
Formal debating skills will be 
introduced at the end of the unit. 

P4C discussion 
stretches across 
the unit (although it 
is crucial that 
students are not 
formally ‘marked’ or 
graded for this.) 
 
Formal debates. 

S&L  
Formal debate. 
 
 
Reading: 
Assignment regarding 
‘reading’ a picture and 
analysing denotation, 
connotation and 
philosophical 
implication. 
 
Writing: 
Writing a persuasive 
letter on a controversial 
topic. 

PiXL Skills Covered (KS223 
document): 
C16,C17,C18,C28,C29, 
C30,C31,O4, 
O5,O6,O7,O8,O9,O10, 
O11 
 
PiXL Core Skills Covered 
(KS223 document): 
P14,P15,P16 
 
AQA GCSE Language:  
AO1, AO3, AO4, AO5, AO7, 
AO8, AO9 
 
 
 

Summer 
2 
 
 

Can you handle 
it? 

Tapestry of 
thematic texts 
and agility as a 
reader/ writer 

  S&L  
 
Writing: 
 
Reading: 
 

PiXL Skills Covered (KS223 
document): 
V1,V2,V3,V4,V5,V6,V7, 
V8,V9 
 
PiXL Core Skills Covered 
(KS223 document): 
P17,P18,P18,P19,P20,P21, 
G15,G16,G17 
 
 
AQA GCSE Language: 
 AO1, AO2, AO3, AO4, AO5, 
AO6, AO7, AO8, AO9 
 
 
AQA GCSE Literature:  AO1, 
AO2, AO3, AO4 
 

 


