
Subject: Art – Long Term Planner 
Year: 7 
 

 
Length of enquiry 10 Lessons  

Description of unit Focus: What is clay and how can we manipulate it.  
Students will look at gargoyles to help produce a design before experimenting with pinch pot techniques to create a ‘little 
monster’. 

Fertile Question  
 

Key Concepts to be learnt this enquiry  Develop skills in clay learning about slip, pinch pots and the quality of clay.  
Students will develop an understanding of architectural gargoyles which will help they create a design for their final piece. 
Students will be able to develop their annotation skills by writing about their work, critiquing their designs.  

Curriculum Opportunities  Developing oral and written skills, forming opinions and creating Art work through the experimenting with clay. 

SMSC Giving pupils the chance to reflect on cultural architecture.  
Studying artists with spiritual or religious theme, issues raised by the mass making of pottery. 

Summative Assessment GCSE Assessment Objectives: 
AO1 – Understanding and researching architectural gargoyles. 
AO2 – Developing an understanding of clay and how it can be used. 
AO3 – Drawing from first and second hand resources  
A Level Assessment Objectives:  
AO2 Develop, explore and experiment with resources, media, material and techniques and processes.  
  

Key Vocabulary Clay, gargoyles, slip, kiln, glaze, cross hatch, fire, design. 

Lesson Questions  Lesson 1 – What is clay? 
Lesson 2 – What is a gargoyle? 
Lesson 3 – What makes a successful design? 
Lesson 4 – How can I improve my design? 
HALF TERM 
Lesson 5 – What is a pinch pot? 
Lesson 6 – How can I create facial features? 
Lesson 7 – How can I add texture? 
Lesson 8 – Glaze work 
Lesson 9 – Glaze work 
Lesson 10 -  Evaluate work 

Differentiation strategies Depending on class data 

Resources and Texts    

Homework  See below for – HW for each lesson  

 

 

 



Week Lesson 
questions 

Learning intention & Success criteria Learning Activities 
(Activation phase) 

 
 

Assessment 
(Demonstration phase)  

 

Homework Challenge 
(Strategies to 

support student 
groups) 

1 What is clay. 
Art exam? 

Understand what clay is and where 
it comes from and how we can use 
it. 
 

Be able to present a neat page 
explaining what clay is and how we 
can create ceramic sculptures from it. 
 

Be able to create a neat page 
describing clay. 
 

Be able to explain the key words 
associated with clay. 
 

Be able to explain what clay is. 
 

 
 

Where does clay 
come from? 

Students to find and copy 8 
facts dotted around the 
room (or printed and given 
to different students if in a 
cover room) 
Students will create a page 
demonstrating their 
understanding of clay. 

Find the definition 
and print out 
images of 
gargoyles. 

Printed versions 
to help lower 
literacy. Students 
can write first 
found and stick in 
others. 

 

Pair work. 

2 What is a 
gargoyle?  

Understand what a gargoyle is and 
why architects use them. 
 

Be able to present a neat page 
illustrating you ideas for a design for a 
gargoyle. 
 

Be able to start a design based on 
gargoyles. 
 

Be able to explain the key features of 
a gargoyle. 
 

Be able to explain what a gargoyle is. 
 

 

Reflect on last 
lesson. Can you 
remember the 8 
facts? 

Create a page describing 
what a gargoyle is, adding 
images. Analysing what 
features are common in 
gargoyles. Starting a 
design for a pinch pot 
gargoyle. 

 Compass 
available or lower 
ability students to 
draw the pinch 
pot. Examples 
available. 

3  Create an interesting design for 
your gargoyle pinch pot. 
 

Spot the odd one 
out – reflecting on 
last lesson. 

Creating a design for a 
pinch pot gargoyle 
reflecting on previous 
learning and how clay 
reacts as a material. 

Create a design for 
an architectural 
gargoyle. 

 



Be able to present a page creatively 
illustrating you ideas for a design for a 
gargoyle. 
 

Be able to start a design based on 
gargoyles. 
 

Be able to understand how clay will be 
used to form your gargoyle. 
 

Be able to explain what a gargoyle is. 
 

 

4  Create an interesting tonal design 
for your gargoyle pinch pot. 
 

Be able to use texture to create a 3D 
textured gargoyle design. 
 

Be able to create a gargoyle that 
shows different textures. 
 

Be able to use tone to create a 3D 
gargoyle. 
 

Be able to understand how clay will be 
used to form your gargoyle. 
 

 

Write a WWW and 
an EBI for a peer. 
Refer to the 
success criteria 
from last week to 
help you include 
key words. Write in 
full sentences. 
E.g. 
WWW: You have 
created a creative 
design and I really 
like how you have 
added texture to 
the tail. 
EBI: Remember 
that the surface 
area of the 
connecting clay 
needs to be as 
large as possible 
for it to stay 
connected.  
 

Shading the design 
referring to the previous 
project on tone to create a 
3D design. 
Teacher demo: How to 
create tone on basic 
shapes. 

 Refer to tonal 
ladder and 
blending. 

5  Learning intention: To create a 
pinch pot with walls of equal 
thickness. 

Be able to create a pinch pot which 

has walls of the same thickness. 

 

What health and 
safety rules should 
be in place for clay. 

Create a pinch pot with 
walls of equal thickness. 
 
Teacher demo on how to 
create pinch pot. 
 
Understand how to clear 
clay away and why it needs 

 Lower ability 
students can 
create a ball and 
scoop the clay 
out. 



Be able to create a clay pinch pot. 
 

Be able to understand how to make a 
pinch pot. 
 

Be able to explain the rules when 
using clay and why these are in place. 
 

 

to be in an air tight 
container. 

6  To add features to your pinch pot 
using slip. 

Be able to form features out of clay 
and apply them using slip to form your 
gargoyle  
 

Be able to use slip to add features to 
your pinch pot gargoyle referring to 
your design. 
 

Be able to create a pinch pot which 
has walls of the same thickness. 
 

Be able to explain what slip is and 
how we can make and apply it. 
 

 
 

What is slip ? Using slip to add features 
to the pinch pot. Thinking 
about their knowledge of 
clay and how it reacts when 
fired. 
 
Teacher demo on how to 
create different features. 

  

7  To create features to add to your 
pinch pot using slip, showing your 
understanding of the materials. 

Be able to add texture to the gargoyle 
using a variety of tools. 
  

Be able to form features out of clay 
and apply them using slip to form your 
gargoyle  
 

Be able to use slip to add features to 
your pinch pot gargoyle referring to 
your design. 
 

Why will large 
features such as 
tails need to be 
hollow? 
If there is air in the 
clay, the heat from 
the kiln will cause 
the air to expand, 
the expanded air 
will make your clay 
sculpture explode 
in the kiln. 
Making a hollow 
sculpture and 
adding a small hole 
means that air is 
less likely to 

Teacher demo: How to 
create a hollow tail and add 
texture.  
 
Students finalise their clay 
sculpture using slip to add 
features and carefully 
forming their features. 

What is a ceramic 
glaze used for? 
How would you 
apply a glaze? How 
would you see a 
glaze? 
What is a ceramic 
glaze made out of? 

 



Be able to create a pinch pot which 
has walls of the same thickness. 
 

 

become trapped in 
the thin walls. The 
hole means the air 
can escape when 
expanding. 
 

8 Glaze  

 

 

 

 

 

    

9 Glaze  

 

 

 

 

 

    

10 Evaluation / 
glaze. 

 

 

    



 

 

 

 

 

Analyse  

 

 



 

 

 



 

Comprehend  

 



 



 

 

 

 

 

 



Resolve  

 

 


