
COMPOSITION
The position and layout of 
shapes on the paper
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TECHNIQUES AND PROCESSES

Elements of Art: These 
are the basic tools that 
are used by artist in 
creating art and visual 
communication; they are 
what you use to create 
aesthetically pleasing 
work. When we make art, 
we need to understand 
and apply these seven 
elements of art which 
combined create 
COMPOSITION.

COLOUR
A element of art describing: hue, 
value and intensity

COLOUR: Colours are 
traditionally classified as 
"primary" (red, blue, 
yellow), "secondary" - all 
other colours obtainable 
by mixing primaries. 
Depending on their optical 
effect, they are grouped 
into warm, cool, and 
neutral colours.

SHAPE
An element of art that is two-
dimensional, flat, or limited to height 
and width.

FORM
An element of art that is 3D and 
encloses volume; includes height, 
width AND depth.

LINE
Defines shape, the outer edges of 
something

PATTERN 
A series, sequence  or repetition of 
shape and/or colour

SCALE
The different sizes of shapes used 

TEXTURE
The feel or appearance of a surface, 
how rough or smooth it is

TONE
Journey from light to dark  

WHAT IS MARK MAKING? WHY USE 
GESTURAL QUALITIES?
Mark making describes the different 

lines, dots, marks, patterns, and 
textures we create in an artwork. It 
can be loose and gestural or 
controlled and neat. Artists use 
gesture to express their feeling and 
emotions in response to something 
seen or something felt

MONOCHROME
Monochrome means one 
colour, so in relation to art, a 
monochrome artwork is one 
that includes only one colour

MONOCHROMATIC colours are 
the tints, shades and tones of a 
single hue creating value of tone

The Process and 
Techniques are the way in 
which the Art Elements 
are used and combined in 
a work to express ideas.
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TECHNIQUES AND PROCESSES

SHAPE
An element of art that is two-
dimensional, flat, or limited to height 
and width.

FORM
An element of art that is 3D and 
encloses volume; includes height, 
width AND depth.

LINE
Defines shape, the outer edges of 
something

TEXTURE
The feel or appearance of a surface, 
how rough or smooth it is

TONE
Journey from light to dark

By adding shading you 
create a sense of 
depth and form  

WHAT IS MARK MAKING? 
WHY USE GESTURAL 
QUALITIES?

Mark making describes the 
different lines, dots, marks, 
patterns, and textures we 
create in an artwork. It can be 
loose and gestural or 
controlled and neat. Artists 
use gesture to express their 
feeling and emotions in 
response to something seen 
or something felt

The Process and 
Techniques are the way in 
which the Art Elements 
are used and combined in 
a work to express ideas.Natural form is an objects in nature in its original form. 

Examples: Leaves, flowers, pine cones, sea weed, shells, bones, 
insects, stones, fossils, crystals, feathers, birds, fish, animals – in 
fact anything you can find in nature – complete or part of it.

Natural form shapes are organic 
because they are naturally formed

HELEN GOTLIB
Her primary visual concern has 
always been to document nature by 
focusing on its strengths and 
structure. The art work she creates 
shows chaotic patterns within 
patterns and uncannily expressive 
forms through the use of mark 
making and gestural lines.

Charcoal can be used in the same 

way you use a pencil to draw and 

shade anything, but it’s best 

suited to more expressive types of 
shading like hatching.

Using your pencil 
1. Use the right grip
2. Consider your lines
3. Start with an underdrawings –

light outlines
4. Work left to right
5. Try a blind contour drawing
6. Vary thickness
7. Mix up shading techniques
8. With detail work, control your 

lines


